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In January 2006, after the Republic of Liberia had been racked by fourteen years of brutal civil

conflict, Ellen Johnson Sirleafâ€”Africa's "Iron Lady"â€”was sworn in as president, an event that

marked a tremendous turning point in the history of the West African nation.   In this stirring memoir,

Sirleaf shares the inside story of her rise to power, including her early childhood; her experiences

with abuse, imprisonment, and exile; and her fight for democracy and social justice. This compelling

tale of survival reveals Sirleaf's determination to succeed in multiple worlds: from her studies in the

United States to her work as an international bank executive to her election campaigning in some of

Liberia's most desperate and war-torn villages and neighborhoods. It is also the story of an

outspoken political and social reformer who, despite danger, fought the oppression of dictators and

championed change. By sharing her story, Sirleaf encourages women everywhere to pursue

leadership roles at the highest levels of power, and gives us all hope that, with perseverance, we

can change the world.  --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf's rise to power in Liberia as the first democratically elected woman

president in Africa stands as one of the most definitive events of 21st century politics. Not only does

her presidency firmly establish the integral importance of women leaders on the world stage, but her

unique positioning as a woman with both African and Western roots -- genealogically,

geographically, and intellectually -- signals a new kind of 21st century leadership consciousness of



which we can suddenly see reflections everywhere. This new memoir traces her rise to power and

the development of her distinctive leadership style, reveals her innovative philosophies of

governance, and offers her timely reflections on current world affairs and pressing global

concerns.Those who found the Liberian civil conflict from 1989-2003 confusing and confounding will

also find that this book provides illuminating insights about what happened and why. More

importantly, President Sirleaf offers guidance through example and commentary about how to move

beyond political and social conflict to peace, reconciliation, development, and, ultimately, prosperity.

President Sirleaf's gift is the ability to look at the big picture and hone in on how people with

fundamental disagreements and historical animosities can be harmonized and coordinated into a

thriving open society that cultivates dissent under the banner of democratic process. The words

"visionary pragmatism" (see Stanlie M. James and Abena P.A. Busia's academic book, Theorizing

Black Feminisms: The Visionary Pragmatism of Black Women) come to mind.Despite the

challenges that President Sirleaf, and indeed Liberia, still face, we observe in this book a vision, a

plan, sound strategy, and dogged determination in action.
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